There's a lot happening these days to create free online access to peerreviewed scientific and scholarly journal articles. Here are some of the more significant trends:
• More disciplines are setting up preprint archives.
• More open-access peer-reviewed journals are popping up in every field. Most of these are online-only. But journals like BMJ and Cortex show that even the costs of a print edition do not foreclose the possibility of free online access to full text. • More universities are supporting institutional self-archiving for their research faculty.
• More priced journals are experimenting with ways to offer some online content free of charge, and experimenting with ways to cover the costs of providing this kind of free access.
• Editorial "declarations of independence" against publishers who limit access by charging exorbitant subscription prices are becoming more common. One of the most interesting trends is for priced journals to experiment with free online scholarship (FOS). In the February issue of Information Today, Derk Haank, the CEO of Elsevier, said that his company has the same goal as the PLoS, <http://www.infotoday.com/it/feb02/kaser.htm>. Even though this is a very misleading overstatement, Elsevier is making some notable experiments in FOS. For example, it owns ChemWeb and the Chemistry Preprint Server, which both provide free access to all their contents. It allows authors to self-archive preprints, even if not postprints. Its science search engine, Scirus, not only searches Elsevier journals, but a growing number of FOS sources such as
